
 



 
 

Scherzo Review: Raúl Canosa, CD Spanish Serenades and Dances 
Works by Larregla, Canosa, Falla, Ernesto Halffter, Xavier Montsalvatge, 
Albéniz, Turina, Malats, Mompou. SM (1CD) 

 

A virtuoso pianist of bold personality, Raúl Canosa (Madrid, 1996) is a unique figure 

in the dynamic and cosmopolitan generation of Spanish pianists still in their twenties. He 

makes it very clear in this generous, varied, entertaining, risky and intensely personal album, 

in which under the heading "Spanish Serenades and Dances” he covers some of the most 

famous and finished pages of the Spanish piano repertoire of all times, from Albéniz, 

Granados or Larregla, to even himself, with the picturesque Jota robada, an extensive 

"brilliant fantasy on Aragonese themes" in the form of a collage that Canosa composed in 

2020 and which, with arpeggios, fine virtuosity, and predictable turns, includes a quote 

from La boda de Luis Alonso. 

Canosa imposes himself in personal visions, with details and additions of his own 

harvest, which on occasions can even squeak the unwarned listener. As it occurs in the final 

glissando of the Seguidillas by Albéniz (Castilla) or in an unpublished and cut version of 

Falla’s Serenata Andaluza. Other pages such as the luminous jota ¡Viva navarra!, by 

Larregla, are marked by the unique imprint of the interpreter who distinguishes, with risk 

and personal mark, these unexpected versions, independent from any reference or 

commitment. Almost like Glenn Gould. 

Despite the showy and evident technical mastery, and the purely pianistic quality 

emanating from the 18 performances included in this CD, the best and most exciting parts 

come on the quietest and most suggestive pages. Canosa submerges himself in Caribbean 

longing on the delicate Habaneras of Montsalvatge and Ernesto Halffter; he dives with 

lyrically dreaminess in the songs and dances of Mompou and Rodrigo, and he delights 

unreservedly in the popular melodies of Malats' Spanish Serenade. This is a recording 

loaded with delicacies, beauties, intelligences and surprises. It will leave no one indifferent. 
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